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Features of Old English: Quick
Overview

% OE Is asynthetidanguage; it uses case endings
and other inflections to mark syntax

% n,v,adj,det, and pronouns all heavily inflected

% weak and strong declensions of nouns and adjs
% weak and strong conjugations of verbs

% Gmc vocab; 85% is no longer in use in MnE

* words form from compounds, prefixing and
suffixing; little borrowing

% gender was grammatical, not natural



Sounds of Old English

* r1s trilled
% sc Is pronounced sh/ /

— disc > dish
% cg Is pronounced dj oij/
— ecg > edge
% o f, D, 0, s could be voiced or voiceless
% ¢ hw, gn, kn all pronounced: hwaet, ghaw,
% cneo, ‘knee’
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* Unlike MnE, OE has high, front, rounded
vowels:




OE Gender i1Is Grammatical

* Wif, neuter
* mann, masculine
* wifmann, ‘woman,’ iIs masculine

#* natural gender begins replacing
grammatical gender as inflections are lo




OE Inflection: The Cases of Nouns

% nominative
% accusative
¥ genitive

* dative

* Instrumental




A simple OE noun declension
for fisc, ‘fish’

Singular

Plural

Nominative

fisc

fiscas

Accusative

fisc

fiscas

Genitive

fisces

fisca/fiscana

Dative

fisce

fiscum

Instrumental

fisce

fiscum




Adjectives have declensions toc
good man

Singular Plural

Nominative god guma gode guman

Accusative godne guman gode guman

Genitive godes guman godra guman

Dative godum guman | godum gumar]




OE Personal Pronouns

singular dual

first person| | we two we

N ' Wit We

unc, uncit | usic, us

A
G uncer user, ure
D

unc Us




singular

second
person

you

N

git

ge

INC, INCit

eowIC, eow

Incer

eower

A
G
D

INC

eow




Third person: he, Iit, she, they

Masc

Neu

Fem

Plural

hit

heo, hie

heo, he

hit

heo, hie

heo, he

his

hire

hira,
neora

him

hire

Nim,
neom




Phonology and Orthography
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OFE Allophonhes of /k/

[tf] [K]
Next to a Everywhere
tront vowel else

spr&c  “speech’ “speech’
ceaster chester’ ne  clean’
benc ‘bench’ cl ‘cow’

NB: sticca  “stick’

% or where there used to be a front vowel




#* pec from loci = books (lost in ModE)
% secan from #cyan = seek as In beseech
% swylc from swylic = such

* gelc from aelic = each
* hwylc from hwylic = which




* http://www.paulmeier.com/ipa/charts.html

* Paul Meier IPA charts
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(h before vowels and [, r,imappian w hwit)

. OE Allophones of /h/

[X]
After
back vowels

leoht ‘“light’

purh “through’

heah “high’

[¢]
After front

vowels

[h]
Everywhere
else

miht “might’
sihd “sight’
cniht “boy’

ham “home’
hring ‘ring’

hlatf  ‘loaf




Consonants with allophones

Labial |Dental Alveolar Postalvecolar Palatal| Velar Glottal
Masal I i ()
Stop n b t d t[ [d3) k g
Fricative fo) | B (@) 5 (2 | () |(x) ) h
Approximant 1l | iy

Lateral |
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OE Dipthongs (later)

2e:+0] béatan ‘beat’

e:+o] creopan ‘creep’

e+] eall ‘all’, geard ‘yard’, seah
‘'saw

% eo [e+o] eoh ‘horse’, meolc ‘milk’,

weorc ‘work’




Practice

OE 1st
1.gold gy
2. dysig S Z

3. bdite h ¢ X
4.ceachan | K ¢ (1)
5. hadéde fv

6. hwaeOer h ¢ x

7/.sedan S Z
8. heorte h ¢ X




Answers

OE 1st

PDE

1.gold gy

gold

2. dysig S Z

3. bdite h ¢ X

9
z | dizzy
X

bought

4.ceacban |k ¢ ()

¢ k cheekbone

5. hadéde fv

v had (haved)

6.bWé§er h C X

h & whether

7/.sedan S Z

S V Seven

8. heorte h ¢ X

h heart




More Practice

OE 1st

9. senden S Z

10. hlehhan h ¢ X

11.cirice k ¢ (th

12.niht nn

13.grétan gy

l4.bring h C X

15.cybb k¢ (th

16.gragy gy




Answers

OE

1st

PDE

9. senden

S Z

s n tosend

10. hlehhan

h ¢ X

h ¢ laugh

11.cirice

kK ¢ (tp

W W

¢ ¢ church

12.niht

ny

n ¢ night

13. gretan

gJy

g n togreet

14. bring

h ¢ X

hng ring

15.cybb

kK ¢ (tp

k 6 kith

16.gragg

gJy

g grey




ldentify the following words

OE OE OE
1. calfian 11. porn 21. wifel
2. cild 12. geong 22. ding
3. sad 13. gl@m 23. eres
4. peat 14, ha&pen 24. gield
5. fyr 15. ceéap 25. dic
6. sceap 16. offrian 26. cleofan
7. calf 17. ofer D7. préost
8. Dbrycg 18. scip 78, Ccwen
9. Dbeac 19. wit 29. Cceosan
10. @fter 20. casere 30. weorpe
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The Lord's Prayer in Old Englisk

Matthew 6:913.

Feeder ure pu pe eart on heoforieim:1.

. Si pin nama gehalgow
. to becume pin ricg
. gewurpe 8in will&

2. be thy name hallowed
3. come thy kingdom
4. be-done thy will

. on eordan swa swa on heofongm. 5. on earth as in heaven
. surne gedeeghwamlican hlaf syle€us6. our daily bread give us today

todaeg
. and forgyf us ure gyltay

8. swa swa we forgyfad urum
gyltendun

7. and forgive us our sins

8. as we forgive those-who-have-
sinned-against-us

9. and ne geleed pu us on costnurye 9. and not lead thou us into

10. ac alys us of yfele soplig&s

temptation
10. but deliver us from euvil. truly.

Father our thou that art in heavens




% This version of the Lord's Prayer is from
Cambridge, Corpus Christi College 140
[WSCp], a translation of the Gospels
written in Bath in the first half of the 11th
century; edited by Liuzza (1994). Read by

(Department of Linguistics,
Georgetown University) for
's Sunday School class.




Vocabulary
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OE Borrowings (Romans, Benedictine Reform)

Religious

Nature

Others

alb
antichrist
apostol
canticle
crisma
creda
dalmatice
prim

sabat

“alb’
“antichrist’
‘apostle’
‘canticle’
‘chrizm’
‘ereed’
‘dalmatie’
‘prime’

‘sabbath’

gingifer
periwince
petersilie
camel

tiger

‘pinger
“periwinlkle’
“parsley’
“camel’

“tiger’

ritul
plastrum

“title”
“plaster’

p L4
L

Second half of 10century, better educated clergy, built new church
established schools, copying of English and Latamuscripts
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Exercise: OE Affixes

Using your knowledge of OE affixes, figure out the meani
of these OE words

OE word Meaning of the root

geoguphad geogup “vouth’

sambaerned bzerm “burn’

wansped sped ‘luck, prospernity’

elpeod peod “people’

ymbhweorfan hweorfan “move, turn’

mildheortnes mildheort “merciful’

deofollic deofol “devil’

modig mod ‘courage’
fahpu fah “hostile’

leasung leasian “to lie’

stanen stan “stone’




_8u0]s JO apem, _SUOIS, UEIS Uauels
_BUTAT “a1] &, aT[ 01, UETSES] sunsea|
Armsoy, 2[msoy, yeJ nduyey

pI1oq. 3BEIN0D. pour aTpOT

Jeatjoqerp “A]-frasp, JATasp, [OJ0=p JT[[ojo=p
_SSau[nToIam, [nJToIswr, 1Iosyp[ru SAUITOSYP[TI
QA[OART, UTN] “SAOTH, URITO2AL] UEITO2AMqTIA

_SI3GUETS, aJdoad, poad poad|=

Araaod ‘yonp-qT, Arradsoxd “yong, pads padsueam
urng-Jpey, UTNg, ureq pauIZquIes
_pooyyinos ok, nsoad peydnioad
uone[suen gdd 1001 21]] JO SUTUBA] pIom 40O

'SpIoM () 2521 JO
SUIUBAW A} N0 2INII] ‘SAXIITR () JO 2Bpa[mouy Inok 3uIsn

SOXIJIY O :9STOIXA]




JUSUINIISUT

=

3UTIIQ[ POOIq.

.SPO03 A2AU0D

01 3UTY 211 01

UOTIEST[qO 1UBU2],

Jeads sununy,

_surpunom

g 154 ek (0] A 10J uonesuaduod,

AT

Tojea

xo0aq

joqsjop

1sonbuo ) uewION

a5uey)) [RININ))

SSO'THO




JIyS ssang
(wstreniu] ‘wiAuordy ‘surddi))) suruayioyq

1JIUS [eUOTIOUN.]
ASofowf12 1o
UOT)ROIJLIUN)

swAuodg
(uomjersuen-ueol) sanbye)

spu=1gq

Pasn 10U $9ssa001d UONRULIO] PIOAA
TUOIIXYT O




46 | BLI lt LT | 000T !B

BIT | LT ST BHLLT | 000T B

BLIT | Bl 297 16T | 000T P

46 | BII 29T Ly | 000T PHC

At BT Tl BHLeEs | 0001

Bt 10 %0 196|001
1210 | U | qouaL] | ysisuyg

- BUIPLISTIN
SSO[ %58-%59 o

JTURTIIAL) ATOA ST () e

uonisoduo)

UOJTXY T O




suipreds  UONR[[NUIIS—
JYSI] JO UOTIO2[Jr 12)SN -
I0[0D JO AJISUQIUI  SSQUJYSTIg—

SSQUPTATA uoneINeG—

\
“  JO[0d JO uonepels anyg—

0

I0[02 JO SUOISUAUIP JISBQ AL o

SULId) I0T0)) O




apyreds, uelAl
J0]02 Jo Avjd. pErIg SSSUIYSTIY, PUITOS
UOTIE[[MUTIS,  paAIgos|q : :_mwﬁ ) gro]
JSWIUTYS,  UELISITOS Jyoriq, 1gro=2q
ayreds, uvorrds BUEIAGE J105
UOTIET[TIUIOS mm@ﬂaﬁ—mﬂhm
_2UTYS JT[[elamT, unrg rep. ——
AUTYS, UETITA |
. Areor, ey
RELUEE ueoTq uayse, nsey
SoUTUTyS, p=[o KZurp, uunp
RuEiRg PIroa) Aysnp, njeay
I21517 ] uonemjley§

SULI? [, 1010 0O




